Geography Challenge – ancient Greece

1. Identify the important geographic characteristics for ancient Greece

	Physical Features
	Human Features

	
Mountains
Rocky soil
Coastal regions
seas
	
Temples – Parthenon
Agora – market place
Acropolis 
City-states




2. On what continent is Greece located?  Europe
 

3. In what direction would China and India be from Greece? east


4. What geographic factors would have helped or hurt the ancient Greeks? …and how?

	Helped
	Hurt (impede)

	
Rocky coast – kept invaders out
Sea – good for fishing/travel
Coastal areas provided much mud/clay for pottery
	
Mountains – made travel hard on land
Rocky soil – made farming difficult





5. Make at least one generalization about how the geography of ancient Greece would have impacted their lives for each category.

	Economic
	Social
	Political

	
Their mountainous land made it hard to trade within Greece.

The sea has helped the Greeks travel and trade with others.

The mountains made trade difficulton land, but the seas would help transport people and goods.

The rocky soil made it hard to farm, so they traded instead.

Transporting goods to trade with other countries was difficult through the mountains, but easier using the seas.

Moutains made land trade routes difficult.
	
Their diet was based on the crops they knew how to grow on their rocky soil.

The mountains made it difficult to communicate with other city-states.

They built temples to honor their gods.

It was hard to communicate with other city-states due to the rocky mountains.

City-states couldn’t communicate due to terrain, many city-states had different values/beliefs.
	
Every city-state had its own government since the mountains separated all of them.

The government had to have a certain meeting place.

Ancient Greece’s rocky mountains kept invaders out.


City-states were independent due to the rough mountainous land.

Military defense was different based on where a city-state was located (navy- coast; army – inland).



